HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE (IRELAND) (APPOINTMENT OF 
MR. EDMUND MURPHY). 


RETURN to an Order of the Honourable the House of Commons, 
dated 28 August 1880 -,—for, 

COPY “of Memorandum relating to the Appointment of Mr. Edmund 
Murphy by the Land Judge of the Chancery Division of the High Court of 
Justice in Ireland.” 


The business of the Receiver Department of the Landed Estates Court has 
enormously increased since the year 1878, when the number of its staff was 
fixed. In 1880 the number of estates under the jurisdiction of the Receiver 
Judge was 565 ; in 1887 the number rose to 1,320. In 1880 the number of 
leases and agreements prepared in the office and executed by the Judge was 90 ; 
in 1887 it rose to 606. The amount of business required to be done in the 
management of each estate has also very largely increased. In 1878 the 
number of orders pronounced by the Receiver Judge was 1,057; in 1887 the 
number rose to 4,880. In 1878 the business of the Department was carried on 
under the superintendence of the Junior Judge of the Landed Estates Court, 
his Chief Clerk, one Examiner, and one Office Clerk. Judge Ormsbv resigned 
in 1 885, and his Chief Clerk in the same year. No successor was appointed to 
Judge Ormsby, the judicial work of the Receiver Department being now carried 
on by the Judge of the ‘Landed Estates Court, assisted by one of the Judges of 
the Court of Bankruptcy, under an order of the Lord Chancellor, made pursuant 
to the Land Act of 1885. The office of Chief Clerk to Judge Ormsby was not 
filled up, so that from 1885 up to the commencement of the present year the 
entire staff (excepting the scriveners) for conducting the receiver business, 
under the superintendence of the Judges, consisted of one Examiner, whose whole 
time was occupied in vouching accounts, and one Clerk, whose whole time was 
taken up in preparing the rulings and orders pronounced by the Judges, whom he 
was bound to attend in Court. The business of the Receiver Department was 
also largely increased by reason of certain new rules which came into operation 
in October 1888. Under these new rules all Receivers, in addition to ihe 
annual account which is vouched before the Examiner, are obliged to send in to 
the Receiver Office a summary of their receipts and disbursements for each 
period of three months, so that money in hand may he at once rendered avail- 
able for payment to creditors. In order to render this system of any value 
proper supervision is essential. 

It was further found that, owing to the number of orders and directions 
required from the Judge, and which were obtained by motion in Court or 
Chamber, the expenses of management were considerably increased. These 
matters were represented by the Judge of the Landed Estates Court to the Lord 
Chancellor and the Treasury, with the suggestion that some addition to the staff 
was necessary, and above ail, that some officer should be appointed with power 
to supervise the action of all Receivers, to examine their accounts, to consult 
with them in circumstances of difficulty, to make valuations or inspection of 
estates for the information of the Court when required, to receive the reports 
and applications from the Receiver direct without expense to the estate, and take 
the Judge’s rulings- upon them. It was further suggested that the owners and 
creditors would receive such benefit from the appointment of such an officer 
(the saving in expense alone being calculated at about 10,000 l. a year), that the 
estates might well contribute each a small sum towards the payment of his 
salary and expenses. 

The Lord Chancellor and the Treasury, after full and ample investigation, 
acceded to the suggestions of the Receiver Judge. A redundant clerk was 
transferred from the Chancery Department, and Mr. Edmund Murphy was 
appointed Chief Receiver, at a salary of 1,000 l. a year, with certain travelling 
allowances. It was provided that the new office should be a temporary one, 
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and not a part of the permanent Civil Service of the State ; that it should be 
discontinued if experience did not show that it had. produced the advantages 
anticipated from it ; and that the holder should not be entitled to superannuation 
or retirement allowance, or to compensation in the eveut of its discontinuance. 
With the concurrence of the Treasury, the Lord Chancellor and the chiefs of the 
several divisions, pursuant to the provisions of the Judicature Act, by order, 
sanctioned an additional stamp duty on each yearly account of 1 1. where the 
nominal rental of the estate was under 200 l . ; 1 Z. 10 5. where over 200 l. and 
under 600 l . ; and 2 l. where the rental exceeded 500 l. 

Mr. Murphy inspects the tri-monthly accounts, and sees at once where 
Receivers are negligent in tike discharge, of their duty. He has made inspec- 
tions and reports of great »vice to the Court when the creditors and local 
Receivers were at variance preference to the details of management. He 
receives detailed reports where the Receivers require directions, writes to 
creditors when necessary to ascertain their views, and submits the whole, with 
his own suggestions, to the Judge. Without such an officer it would be 
impossible that the vast and complicated details of the Receiver Department 
could be managed with efficiency and economy, and the experience of the 
working of the sjstem has, so far, been eminently satisfactory. 




=' 1 & 3 


i. b s* S 
' §: ?1 



H tH =f 

"S I > 

0 ^ o 

1 c- 3 
5- c S g 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



